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to be relied upon* That he is distinguished by high
conscientiousness is evident from the fact of his change
of faith. A nobleman and a public man in his position
would not have changed his ancestral religion if he had
not been moved by high conscientious scruples. And a
conscientious man will not fail to do justice to the
poor and dumb millions of India. He takes charge of
the helm of Indian affairs at a critical time, and we
earnestly hope he will prove equal to the occasion.
India, happily, is not divided by political factions, and
all parties will therefore give him a hearty welcome and
fair play,"

The other came in the shape of a farewell address from
Ripon's tenants at Nocton, and was the more remarkable
because these good people were very largely under the
influence of the Low Church tradition with which his
mother, who lived all her life at Nocton, had been so
prominently identified. In the course of this address
appeared the following passage:

"We cannot but feel most thankful that, after the
great event in your life which marked the Autumn of
1874, there is still sufficient appreciation of your character
amongst those who direct the affairs of this nation to
enable them, without hesitation, to avail themselves
of your services. To us ... each year has endeared
you more and more/11

1 Quoted by the Guardian, May 12/1880*